
ENGL 1102 Sections K1, D3 and H1  
Aaron Kashtan, Ph.D. 
J5: MWF 10:05am – 10:55am, Skiles 317  
B2: MWF 11:05am – 11:55am, Skiles 317  
P3: MWF 1:05pm – 1:55pm, Skiles 317  
Office hours: By appointment after class MWF  
Office phone: 404-894-7626 
E-mail: aaron.kashtan@lmc.gatech.edu 
 

“Comics are words and pictures. You can do anything with words and pictures.” - Harvey Pekar 
 

“I will be surprised if comics publishing still exists at all in 5 or 10 years.” – Martin Wagner (in 
1998)  

 
PLEASE NOTE: This syllabus is a general plan for the course and is likely to change 
frequently.  
 
Course description. "Comics and Contemporary Media." Comics are one of the most 
influential media of the 21st century, inspiring everything from big-budget video games 
like Arkham City to art films like Persepolis. Yet comics are not one medium but many, and 
no one is quite sure exactly what comics are anymore or where they are going. In this 
course we will try to understand the confusions and tensions of our contemporary media 
landscape by focusing on the medium (or rather, the various media) of comics. We will 
examine various ways in which comics function within our current media ecology and 
explore various possible options for the future development of comics. Assignments will 
require students to compose their own comics, with the aid of Jessica Abel and Matt 
Madden's textbook Drawing Words and Writing Pictures.  
 
Disclaimer. This class is rated NC-17. Readings and in-class discussions in this course 
may cover topics which some students may find uncomfortable, disturbing or 
controversial, including but not limited to sexuality and violence. Anyone unwilling or 
unable to engage in such discussions should take a different class. No substitute materials 
will be provided.  
 
Textbooks. You are required to purchase the following books, which are available at 
the Georgia Tech Bookstore and at Engineer's Bookstore. Textbooks may also be 
purchased in electronic format if you prefer.  

• Jessica Abel and Matt Madden. Drawing Words and Writing Pictures  
• Gene Luen Yang. American Born Chinese  
• Frank Young and David Lasky. The Carter Family: Don’t Forget This Song   
• Vera Brosgol. Anya’s Ghost  
• Justin Jordan and Trad Moore. The Strange Talent of Luther Strode  
• Lynda Barry. What It Is  
• Bryan Lee O’Malley. Scott Pilgrim’s Precious Little Life  
• WOVENtext 

 



Teaching philosophy 
• The purpose of this course is not to teach you a specific set of facts (such as, for 

example, a set of specific rules for proper writing). The purpose of this course is to 
teach you how to think and write critically.  

• My method in teaching is to train you to think non-transparently. That is, I want 
you to examine your own expectations and look critically at things you typically 
take for granted. When you read and write about texts, I want you to step outside 
the world of the text and examine the unstated assumptions and ideas behind the 
text. When you do your own work, I want you to think critically and reflectively 
about what you are doing.  

• In grading student projects, I value creativity and innovation. I will be more 
impressed if you attempt something difficult, even if you do it less successfully, 
than if you try something easy.  

• This class will be participatory in nature. I prefer to conduct discussions and ask 
leading questions, rather than lecturing. I feel that you will learn more effectively 
if you figure things out for yourself than if I tell you things.  

 
Attendance. Be aware that the following policies have changed since last semester. The Writing 
and Communication Program has a Program-wide attendance policy, which allows a 
specified number of absences without penalty, regardless of reason. After that, penalties 
accrue. Exceptions are allowed for Institute-approved absences (for example, those 
documented by the Registrar) and situations such as hospitalization or family emergencies 
(documented by the Office of the Dean of Students). 

• Allowed absences. Attendance is required in this this class. Students may miss a 
total of FOUR (4) classes over the course of the semester without penalty. 

• Reasons for absences. The attendance policy does not make any distinction 
about the reasons for your absences. Only absences officially exempted by the 
Institute (e.g., due to participation in official GATech athletics, to religious 
observance, to personal or family crisis and excused by documentation from the 
Dean of Students) will not be counted among your allotted absences. These 
exemptions are difficult to get. 

• Responsibility for missed work. Students are responsible for finding out 
what they may have missed while absent from class. 

• Make-up work. Students may make up work they miss in class. You are 
responsible for scheduling a meeting with me as soon as you are able to return to 
class in order to establish a plan for completing all make up work.  

• Absence penalties. Each additional absence after the allotted number deducts 
one-third of a letter grade from a student’s final grade. Missing six (6) classes in a 
T/Th course or eight (8) classes for a M/W/F course results in automatic failure 
of the class. 

• Students are expected to keep up with their own attendance record; see me if you 
have a question about how many classes you have missed according to my 
records. 
 
 
 
 



Plagiarism 
• Plagiarism consists of representing another person's words, ideas, or work as your 

own words, ideas or work. Examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to 
the following:  

o Taking sentences written by someone else and inserting them verbatim 
into your own work, without identifying the source.  

o Taking a text written by someone else and rewriting it in your own words, 
without identifying the source.  

o Purchasing a paper from an online paper mill and submitting it as your 
own work.  

o “Borrowing” a paper written by a friend and submitting it as your own 
work, even with that friend's permission.  

• If you are confused as to whether or not something is plagiarism, please ask me.  
• Plagiarism will be dealt with according to the GT Academic Honor Code.  
• Except where otherwise indicated, students should complete all assignments on 

their own, with collaboration limited to peer review feedback as indicated in the 
assignment description.  

 
Late work. I will not accept late work unless you have a significant and verifiable excuse 
of a non-academic nature (e.g. sickness or death in the family). Late work will not be 
accepted after one week from the due date, regardless of the excuse.  
 
Assignments 

• Project I (20%) — Choose a sequence of one or two pages from a comic we have 
not covered in class. Explain what purpose the comic is trying to achieve and how 
it achieves that purpose (or fails to do so). Illustrate your points by producing a 
comic which tells the same story in a different way.  

• Project II (20%) – Choose some other medium besides comics. Discuss the 
relationships that currently exist between comics and your chosen medium.  
Illustrate your points by producing a comic which adapts a work from your 
chosen medium.  

• Project III (30%) – Create a comic illustrating how some particular aspect of 
comics might develop and evolve in the future. Accompany your comic with an 
artist’s statement.  

• WOVEN Portfolio (10%)  
• Solo presentation (10%) — Once during the semester, each student will give a solo 

presentation on a topic to be determined.  
• Participation (10%) – The Writing and Communication Program has a Program-

wide participation policy. Active participation and engagement in class are 
required. Students who have not done the reading and/or who do not actively 
participate during the class period may be penalized for lack of participation. 
Because I realize that not all students are equally willing to speak in class, I will 
also give you alternative ways to participate, such as blogging and tweeting. 
  

Grading 
• The grade scale is as follows:  

 



LETTER GRADE NUMERIC EQUIVALENT  
IN THIS CLASS 

GA TECH  
4-POINT EQUIVALENT 

A+    98-99 
A  Superior work—

rhetorically, aesthetically, 
and technically—
demonstrating advanced 
understanding and use of 
the media in particular 
contexts. An inventive 
spark and exceptional 
execution.  

94-97 

A- 90-93 

  
4.00 
  

B+ 88-89 
B  Above-average, high-

quality performance—
rhetorically, aesthetically, 
and technically. 

84-87 

B- 80-83 

    
3.00 
  

C+  78-79 
C  Average (not interior) 

work. Competent and 
acceptable—rhetorically, 
aesthetically, and 
technically. 

74-77 

C- 70-73 

  
2.00 
  

D+ 68-69 
D  Below-average work. Less 

than competent—
rhetorically, aesthetically, 
and/or technically. 

64-67 

D- 60-63 

  
1.00 
  

F  Failure to meet even 
minimum criteria 
rhetorically, aesthetically, 
and/or technically. 

1-59  0.00 

EVALUATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 (zero) Work not submitted 0 0.00 
 Source: http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/5a.php 
 
Classroom policies 

• Discrimination and harassment. Georgia Tech does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, age, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, disability, or status as 
a U.S. veteran. This class adheres to those guidelines. Alternative viewpoints are 
welcome in this classroom. However, statements that are deemed racist, sexist, 



classist, or otherwise discriminatory toward others in the class will not be 
tolerated. No form of harassment or discrimination is allowed in this class. In 
keeping with the professional nature of this course, only professional behavior is 
acceptable between the instructor and the students and between students. No 
harassment of any kind is allowed in class including but not limited to gender, age, 
ability, religion, sexual orientation, and ethnicity. 

• Accommodation of students with disabilities. Georgia Tech complies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. No retroactive 
accommodations will be provided in this class. If you have a documented 
disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please make 
arrangements to meet with me soon, preferably in the first week of the semester or 
as soon as you become aware of your need for accommodation. Prior to our 
meeting, if you have not already done so, please request that ADAPTS staff verify 
your disability and specify the accommodation you will need. 

• Classroom conduct. Distracting and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Such 
behavior includes but is not limited to: talking while others are talking; sleeping; 
sending text messages; doing homework for this or any other class; and reading 
the newspaper or other texts I have not assigned. If you must enter or leave the 
classroom during class time, please do so quietly.  

• Laptop policy. You are not only encouraged but required to bring your laptop 
computer to class every day. However, you must use it only for legitimate 
academic purposes.  

 
Week Preceding Final Exams policy 

• This course includes no quizzes or tests during the WPFE. All quizzes and tests 
will be graded and returned or available for review on or before the last day of 
class preceding final exam week. 

• No new assignments will be given in the WPFE. The only work during the WPFE 
is work related to the portfolio, which is on the syllabus from the beginning AND 
worked on during the semester before the WPFE.  

• All course work (including projects, assignments, and participation) other than the 
portfolio will be graded and returned or available for review on or before the last 
day of classes. 

• This course has no final exam. In lieu of a final exam, this course has a required 
portfolio, which counts for 10% of your grade. 

o You will work on your portfolio periodically throughout the semester. 
o The portfolio will be completed   during the WPFE, both in class and out 

of class. The portfolio will be due on T-Square during this course’s 
scheduled final exam period. 

 
Grade dispute policy. If you feel that I have given you an excessively low grade on an 
assignment, you may write an essay of 1-2 pages explaining why you deserve a higher 
grade. If I feel you have made a convincing case, I will regrade the assignment and award 
either the same or a higher grade. You may do this once for each assignment. I reserve 
the right to withdraw this privilege if students abuse it.  
 
Extra credit policy.  



• Up to twice this semester, for extra credit, you may attend an educational or 
cultural event in the community (for example, a lecture, a museum exhibit, or an 
academic conference) and then write an essay answering the following questions:  

o Why do you deserve extra credit for attending this event? How was the 
event relevant to the topic of comics?  

o How did this event increase your understanding of, or cause you to think 
differently about, the topic of comics?  

• The specific nature of the extra credit is negotiable. For example, the extra credit 
could be applied to your participation grade.  

 
Communication Center 

• The Communication Center is located in Clough Commons, Suite 447. It is an 
excellent resource for any student who wants help with a communication-related 
project. You can visit the center for help at any stage of the process for any project 
in any discipline. The knowledgeable and friendly tutors are available to help you 
develop and revise your projects. They are not available to “fix” your projects. 
Please do not ask the tutors to proofread or edit your projects. For information on 
making an appointment please visit this website: 
<http://communicationcenter.gatech.edu/content/make-appointment>. If you 
need assistance with the appointment system, you can call 404-385-3612 or stop 
by the center. All services are free and confidential. 

 
Outcomes 
The table below provides an overview of the outcomes set for this course by the Board of 
Regents of the University System of Georgia and the Writing and Communication 
Program here at Georgia Tech (WCPGT). These are the general goals for the class. I will 
outline specific goals for each assignment in the particular assignment description 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
PLEASE NOTE – This schedule of readings and assignments is TENTATIVE and likely 
to change. Additional readings may be assigned on T-Square.  
 
WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION TO COMICS  
 
M 1/7 

• Course introduction 
• Homework: Read Drawing Words & Writing Pictures (DWAWP) chapter 1, “Building 

Blocks”  
 
W 1/9 

• Discussion: What are comics?  
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 2, “Every Picture Tells a Story” and 

WOVENtext chapter 45, “The Synergy of Modes and Media”  
 
F 1/11  



• Discussion: Single-panel comics and word-image relations 
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 3, “The Strip Club”  
 
WEEK 2: STORYTELLING WITH COMICS 
 
M 1/14 

• Discussion: Multi-panel comics and continuity  
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 4, “Bridging the Gap”  

 
W 1/16 

• Discussion: Reading between panels  
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 5, “Penciling” 

 
F 1/18 

• Discussion: Page composition 
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 6, “Getting on the Same Page”  

 
WEEK 3: STORYTELLING WITH COMICS 
 
M 1/21 

• NO CLASS – Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
 
W 1/23 

• Discussion: Page layout 
• Homework: Begin American Born Chinese  

 
F 1/25  

• Discussion: American Born Chinese 
• Homework: Continue American Born Chinese  

 
WEEK 4: COMICS AND IDENTITY 
 
M 1/28 

• Discussion: American Born Chinese  
• Homework: Continue American Born Chinese 

 
W 1/30 

• Discussion: American Born Chinese  
• Homework: Finish American Born Chinese 

 
F 2/1  

• Discussion: American Born Chinese  
• Homework: Begin The Carter Family; Project I first draft  

 
WEEK 5: COMICS AND HISTORY  
 



M 2/4 
• PROJECT I FIRST DRAFT DUE  
• Discuss The Carter Family  
• Homework: Continue The Carter Family  

 
W 2/6 

• Discussion: The Carter Family  
• Homework: Finish The Carter Family  

 
F 2/8 

• Discussion: The Carter Family  
• Homework: Begin Scott Pilgrim 

 
WEEK 6: COMICS AND OTHER MEDIA  
 
M 2/11 

• PROJECT I FINAL DRAFT DUE 
• Discussion: Scott Pilgrim 
• Homework: Continue Scott Pilgrim 

 
W 2/13 

• Discussion: Scott Pilgrim 
• Homework: Finish Scott Pilgrim; read DWAWP chapter 7, “Lettering”  

 
F 2/15 

• Discussion: Scott Pilgrim 
• Homework: Finish Scott Pilgrim 

 
WEEK 7: COMICS AND OTHER MEDIA 
 
M 2/18 

• Screening: Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
 
W 2/20 

• Screening: Scott Pilgrim vs. the World  
 
F 2/22 

• Discussion: Scott Pilgrim vs. the World  
• Homework: Begin Anya’s Ghost  

 
WEEK 8: COMICS AND CHILDHOOD  
 
M 2/25 

• PROJECT II FIRST DRAFT DUE  
• Discussion: Anya’s Ghost  
• Homework: Continue Anya’s Ghost  



 
W 2/27 

• Discussion: Anya’s Ghost  
• Homework: Finish Anya’s Ghost  

 
F 3/1 

• Discussion: Anya’s Ghost  
• Homework: Begin Luther Strode 

 
WEEK 9: COMICS AND GENRE 
 
M 3/4 

• Discussion: Luther Strode  
• Homework: Continue Luther Strode  

 
W 3/6 

• Discussion: Luther Strode  
• Homework: Finish Luther Strode  

 
F 3/8 

• Discussion: Luther Strode 
• Homework: Begin What It Is 

 
WEEK 10: COMICS AND ART 
 
M 3/11 

• Discussion: What It Is  
• Homework: Continue What It Is  

 
W 3/13 

• Discussion: What It Is  
• Homework: Continue What It Is  

 
F 3/15 

• Discussion: What It Is  
• Homework: Continue What It Is  

 
WEEK 11 
 
M 3/18 

• NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
 

W 3/20 
• NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 

 
F 3/22 



•  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
 
WEEK 12: COMICS AND ART 
 
M 3/25 

• Guest lecture by Stan Lee (just kidding, April Fools)  
• Discussion: What It Is  
• Homework: Continue What It Is  

 
W 3/27 

• Discussion: What It Is  
• Homework: Other readings TBA  

 
F 3/29 

• Discussion: Comics and art 
• Homework: Read webcomics 

 
WEEK 13: COMICS AND THE INTERNET 
 
M 4/1  

• Discussion: Webcomics 
• Homework: Continue reading webcomics 

 
W 4/3  

• Discussion: Webcomics 
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 9, “Structuring Story”  

 
F 4/5  

• Discussion: Story structure  
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 10, “Getting Into Character”  

 
WEEK 14: COMPOSING WITH COMICS  
 
M 4/8 

• Discussion: Characterization 
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 11, “Setting the Stage”  

 
W 4/10  

• Discussion: Panel design 
• Homework: Read DWAWP chapter 12, “Constructing a World”  

 
F 4/12 

• Discussion: Worldbuilding 
• Homework: Project III  

 
WEEK 15 



 
M 4/15 

• Project III workshop 
 
W 4/17  

• Project III workshop 
 
F 4/19 

• PROJECT III DUE 
• Project III exhibition  

 
WEEK 16 – WPFE 
 
M 4/22 

• Work on portfolio 
 

W 4/24  
• Work on portfolio  

 
F 4/26 

•  LAST DAY OF CLASSES 
 
WEEK 17 
 
M 4/29 

• NO CLASS – FINALS WEEK 
 

W 5/1  
• NO CLASS – FINALS WEEK 
• SECTION J5 – PORTFOLIO DUE ON T-SQUARE AT 2:20 PM  
• SECTION P3 – PORFOLIO DUE ON T-SQUARE AT 5:40 PM  

 
F 5/3  

• NO CLASS – FINALS WEEK 
• SECTION B2 – PORTFOLIO DUE ON T-SQUARE AT 10:50 AM 

 
WEEK 18 
 
M 5/6  

• GRADES DUE  
 

T 5/7  
• GRADES AVAILABLE  


